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A very warm welcome to the Singapore Arts Festival 2012! 

Over 16 extraordinary days, we invite you to encounter a stunning array of performances 
that we hope will be close to your heart!

The Singapore Arts Festival 2012 completes the trilogy we started two editions ago: 
Between you and me (2010), I want to remember (2011), Our lost poems (2012).

Our lost poems will look at myths, legends, wandering thoughts, reflections, lost riddles 
and hidden stories. It is a discovery of tales and aspirations that need to be told and 
retold. Stories that inspire us, legends that have deep cultural roots and riddles that 
reveal the secrets of the world. This festival finds us at a crossroad, waiting to reaffirm 
our sense of place in time as we uncover refreshing facets of ourselves:

Something ancient. Something lost. Something hidden. Something new.

All artists curated for the 2012 festival draw from folklore and myths that span India, 
China, New Zealand, Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Sweden, Germany, Israel, Canada, the 
United Kingdom, France, and even present and future Singapore. 

With this program, we also cross into the space of rituals, religions and beliefs – the stuff 
of oral traditions, tales your grandmother used to tell you and lullabies with which your 
nanny sang you to sleep. 

Our Kids Arts Village returns for a second edition anchored by a very unique architectural 
performance installation called Tangle where we invite kids young and old to get involved 
to build up the space. 

The Festival Village also makes its sophomore appearance, this time featuring all free 
programs and activities. From jazz, blues to hip hop, Dikir Barat (a musical form native 
to the Malay Peninsula) to an all-girl deejay bootcamp, film screenings to even a centaur 
appearance –be prepared to be blown away when you bring your kids, your grandma, 
your uncle, yo ur best friends!

We would like to thank all our partners and sponsors whose continued belief in what we 
do have made this edition of the Festival possible. To all our artists over the 3 editions of 
the Festival, we give a shout to you as you continue to inspire us with your visions of the 
world. And of course to YOU, for coming and being part of the Festival.

Together, we shall listen to the stories that inspire us, ancient songs that move us in a 
magical experience and lost poems that find our way towards a hopeful future!

Low Kee Hong 
General Manager 
Singapore Arts Festival

WELCOME MESSAGE
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Advanced Studies in... (Ten Lessons for Life) is a performance 
comprising of a set of ten ‘one-on-one’ lessons taught by 
students aged 15 and 16 from School of the Arts (SOTA). 
The entire premise of the performance is based on the idea 
of story-telling; how we as human beings make sense of the 
world around us through the stories that we tell each other. 
Each ‘lesson’ is a reflection on a theme that is associated 
with a novel or a play written by 10 writers that are crucial to 
the practice of Heman Chong. They are drawn from the wide 
range of source materials that he have worked with in the 
past 10 years as an artist, curator and writer. Each lesson will 
be transmitted from one student to a member of the audience 
via a 45 minute session. Each student will create their own 
presentation to suit their own style, and are only allowed 
their own voice to enact this performance. The performance 
contextualizes itself with the location of a school and inverts 
the ‘student-teacher’ role in that the student is now, 
a teacher. This inversion will allow further empathy to  
surface out of the student for the role of the teacher, and to 
illustrate how difficult it is, not only to teach, but to also think 
about how to teach, and what to teach. But more importantly, 
it is a way of understanding that the concept of learning 
should not be confined to mere education institutions but 
needs to be expanded as a way of life, that we all need to 
learn new things each day.

AbOUT ThE PRODUCTION
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ThE TEN LESSONS

1. Advanced Studies in Alternative Histories 

This lesson plan will talk about history as a ever-evolving contested 
narrative based on both fact and fiction. The source material for 
this lesson will be The Man in the High Castle by Philip K. Dick. 

The Man in the High Castle (1962) is a science fiction alternate 
history novel by American writer Philip K. Dick. It won a 
Hugo Award in 1963 and has since been translated into many 
languages. The story of The Man in the High Castle, about daily 
life under totalitarian Fascist imperialism, occurs in 1962, 
fourteen years after the end of a longer Second World War 
(1939 – 1948). The victorious Axis Powers — Imperial Japan, 
Fascist Italy, and Nazi Germany — are conducting intrigues 
against each other in North America, specifically in the former U.S., 
which surrendered to them once they had conquered Eurasia and 
destroyed the populaces of Africa.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_man_in_the_high_castle
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2. Advanced Studies in The Ethics of Biotechnology

This lesson plan touches on the advancement of science and 
technology and how new ethical issues like cloning affect our 
identities as human beings. The source material for this lesson 
will be Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro. 

Never Let Me Go (2005) is a dystopian science fiction novel by 
Japanese-born British author Kazuo Ishiguro. It was shortlisted 
for the 2005 Booker Prize (an award Ishiguro had previously won 
in 1989 for The Remains of the Day), for the 2006 Arthur C. Clarke 
Award and for the 2005 National Book Critics Circle Award. TIME 
magazine named it the best novel of 2005 and included the novel 
in its TIME 100 Best English-language Novels from 1923 to 2005. 
It also received an ALA Alex Award in 2006. Set in a darkling 
alternate-universe version of England, and told with dry-eyed, 
white-knuckled restraint, Never Let Me Go is an improbable 
masterpiece, a science fiction horror story written as high tragedy 
by a master literary stylist.

It’s postmodern in its conception, but Ishiguro isn’t playing games or 
chasing trends: The human drama of Never Let Me Go, its themes of 
atrocity and acceptance, are timeless and, sadly, permanent.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Never_Let_Me_Go_(novel)
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3. Advanced Studies in Poverty as 
 Eternal Recurrence

This lesson plan focuses on the reality of poverty within our society, 
and how it is often seen as a social disease. The source material for 
this lesson will be Poor Folk by Fyodor Dostoyevsky.

Poor Folk (1846) is the first novel by Fyodor Dostoyevsky, which 
he wrote over the span of nine months when he was 25 years old. 
Poor Folk was lauded by the influential critic Vissarion Belinsky 
as being socially conscious literature, who (among others) hailed 
him as the new Gogol. This novel is written in the form of letters 
of correspondence between the two main characters. 
Like The Overcoat, the novel gives a profound account of the lives 
of low income Russians in the mid-nineteenth century.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor_Folk
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4. Advanced Studies in The Futile Construction 
 of Utopia

This lesson plan will throw its gaze upon how individuals in reaction 
to globalization and progress, have chosen to form their own secret 
communities. It will explore the implications of such societies on our 
collective consciousness. The source material for this lesson will be 
The Beach by Alex Garland.

The Beach (1996) is a novel by Alex Garland about backpackers in 
Thailand. Influenced by such literary works as Heart of Darkness and 
Lord of the Flies, it describes the adventures of a young Englishman 
in search of and on a legendary, idyllic beach untouched by tourism. 
Together with a young and beautiful French couple, Étienne and 
Françoise, the trio sets out to find what they believe must be 
paradise on earth. They are faced with a tight-knit and largely 
self-sufficient community which has almost completely shut itself off 
from civilization and which has developed a sophisticated hierarchy 
under the quasi-dictatorial rule of a young American woman 
called Sal and her South African lover, Bugs, who, along with Daffy, 
discovered the beach and founded the community there in 1989.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beach_(novel)
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5. Advanced Studies in Ecological Disasters

This lesson plan speaks about impending doom(s) about the future 
of our planet. We will discuss issues of global warming, tsunamis, 
hurricanes, heat waves and how we are all possibly inapt in 
encountering such disasters. The source material for this lesson 
will be The Road by Cormac McCarthy.

The Road is a 2006 novel by American writer Cormac McCarthy. It is 
a post-apocalyptic tale of a journey taken by a father and his young 
son over a period of several months, across a landscape blasted by 
an unspecified cataclysm that has destroyed much of civilization 
and, in the intervening years, almost all life on earth. The novel was 
awarded the 2007 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the James Tait Black 
Memorial Prize for Fiction in 2006. The setting is very cold, dark and 
filled with ash, and the land is devoid of living animals and vegetation. 
There is frequent rain or gray snow, and occasional electrical storms. 
Many of the remaining human survivors are cannibalistic tribes or 
nomads, scavenging the detritus of city and country alike for human 
flesh, though that too is almost entirely depleted.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Road
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6. Advanced Studies in The Tempest

A lesson of fantasy in the context of politics, utilizing one of the 
world’s most famous plays, The Tempest by William Shakespeare. 
Discussions will surround the idea of being excluded from society 
and what it means for certain communities. It is also important to 
note that many researchers define The Tempest as the first science 
fiction text ever to be written. 

The Tempest (1610) is a play by William Shakespeare, believed to 
have been written in 1610–11, and thought by many critics to be 
the last play that Shakespeare wrote alone. It is set on a remote 
island, where Prospero, the exiled Duke of Milan, plots to restore 
his daughter Miranda to her rightful place, using illusion and 
skilful manipulation. The eponymous tempest brings to the island 
Prospero’s usurping brother Antonio and the complicit Alonso, King 
of Naples. There, his machinations bring about the revelation of 
Antonio’s low nature, the redemption of Alonso, and the marriage 
of Miranda to Alonso’s son, Ferdinand. The story draws the tradition 
of the romance genre, and it was influenced by tragicomedy and the 
courtly masque and perhaps by the commedia dell’arte. It differs 
from Shakespeare’s other plays in its observation of a stricter, 
more organised neoclassical style. Critics see The Tempest as 
explicitly concerned with its own nature as a play, frequently drawing 
links between Prospero’s “art” and theatrical illusion; and early 
critics saw Prospero as a representation of Shakespeare, and 
his renunciation of magic, as signalling Shakespeare’s farewell 
to the stage.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_tempest
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7. Advanced Studies in The Possible Meanings 
 of Life 

This lesson plan will speculate on possible illusions of grandeur 
when it comes to our understanding of what life is about.  
The source material for this lesson will be The Sirens of Titan 
by Kurt Vonnegut.

The Sirens of Titan is a Hugo Award-nominated novel by Kurt 
Vonnegut, Jr., first published in 1959. His second novel, it involves 
issues of free will, omniscience, and the overall purpose of human 
history. Much of the story revolves around a Martian invasion 
of Earth. Consequently, he “quotes” an article from a (fictional) 
children’s encyclopedia. According to this article, since the Universe 
is so large, there are many possible ways to observe it, all of which 
are equally valid, because people from across the Universe can’t 
communicate with each other (and therefore can’t get into an 
argument). The chrono-synclastic infundibula are places where 
these “ways to be right” coexist.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sirens_Of_Titan
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8. Advanced Studies in 21st Century Democracy

This lesson plan will reveal what we have collectively created out of 
the concept of democracy over the past century. The source material 
for this lesson will be Seeing by José Saramago.

Seeing is a novel by Nobel Prize-winning Portuguese author 
José Saramago. It was published in Portuguese in 2004 and in 
English in 2006. It is a sequel to one of his most famous works, 
Blindness. Seeing is a story set in the same country featured in 
Blindness and begins with a parliamentary election in which the 
majority of the populace casts blank ballots. The story revolves 
around the struggles of the government and its various members 
as they try to simultaneously understand and destroy the amorphous 
non-movement of blank-voters.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seeing_(novel)
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9. Advanced Studies in The Life of An Artist

A lesson that allows an insight into the life and tribulation of 
individuals who embark on a process of seeing the world through the 
creation of images and objects. The source material for this lesson 
will be Elizabeth Costello by J.M. Coetzee.

Elizabeth Costello is a 2003 novel by South African-born Nobel 
Laureate J. M. Coetzee. In this novel, Elizabeth Costello, an aging 
Australian writer, travels around the world and gives lectures on topics 
including the lives of animals and literary censorship. In her youth, 
Costello wrote The House on Eccles Street, a novel that re-tells  
James Joyce’s Ulysses from the perspective of the protagonist’s wife, 
Molly Bloom. Costello, becoming weary from old age, confronts 
her fame, which seems further and further removed from who she 
has become, and struggles with issues of belief, vegetarianism, 
sexuality, language and evil. Elizabeth Costello frequently engages 
philosophers and their ideas. Among the philosophers mentioned by 
name are historical figures such as Aristotle, Porphyry, Augustine, 
Thomas Aquinas, René Descartes and Jeremy Bentham, as well as 
contemporary figures such as Mary Midgley, Tom Regan and Thomas 
Nagel. In addition two minor characters, Elaine Marx and an academic 
named Arendt (whose first name is not mentioned) share surnames 
with the famous philosophers Karl Marx and Hannah Arendt. 
The frequent allusions to philosophers have caused critics to debate 
whether there are philosophical themes in Coetzee’s work and, if so, 
what they might be.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Costello
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10. Advanced Studies in Existentialism 

The final lesson is possibly the most abstract. It touches on how we 
view ourselves within the world, and how there is infinite possibilities if 
we can grasp the idea that we can construct our own realities. 
The source material for this lesson will be Nausea by Jean-Paul Sartre.

Nausea is an epistolary novel by the existentialist philosopher 
Jean-Paul Sartre, published in 1938 and written while he was teaching 
at the lycée of Le Havre. This is Sartre’s first novel and one of his 
best-known. The novel concerns a dejected historian in a town similar 
to Le Havre, who becomes convinced that inanimate objects and 
situations encroach on his ability to define himself, on his intellectual 
and spiritual freedom, evoking in the protagonist a sense of nausea. 
It is widely considered one of the canonical works of existentialism.

Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nausea_(novel)
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AbOUT SOTA

The School of the Arts (SOTA) is Singapore’s first national 
pre-tertiary specialised arts school to offer a 6-year unique 
integrated arts and academic curriculum for youths aged 
13-18 years old.

Set up by the Ministry of Information, Communications and 
the Arts (MICA), the School offers a dedicated development 
path for those who have interest and show early talent in 
the arts, providing a learning environment where both the 
artistic and academic potential can best be realised. 

With a vision to identify and groom future generations of 
artists and creative professionals to be leaders in all fields, 
SOTA builds on Singapore’s unique strengths, including 
her multicultural Asian diversity and globally connected 
networks to synergise talents and resources.

A school of the future, SOTA embraces a holistic 
educational philosophy that celebrates experimentation, 
expression and discovery.

AbOUT hEMAN ChONG

Heman Chong is an artist, curator and writer. His art practice involves an 
investigation into the philosophies, reasons and methods of individuals and 
communities imagining the future. Charged with a conceptual drive, this research 
is then adapted into objects, images, installations, situations or texts. 

The artist has developed solo exhibitions at Rossi & Rossi (London), SOTA Gallery 
(Singapore), NUS Museum (Singapore), Kunstverein Milano (Milan), Motive Gallery 
(Amsterdam), Hermes Third Floor (Singapore), Vitamin Creative Space (Guangzhou), 
Art In General (New York), Project Arts Centre (Dublin), Ellen de Bruijne Projects 
(Amsterdam), The Substation (Singapore), Kuenstlerhaus Bethanien (Berlin), 
Sparwasser HQ (Berlin). 

His work has also been shown extensively in group exhibitions including 
Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona, Kroeller-Muller Museum, Stedelijk 
Museum Bureau, Nam June Paik Art Center, Gertrude Contemporary, Arnolfini, 
Thyssen - Bornemisza Art Contemporary, Museum of Contemporary Art Denver, 
Museum of Contemporary Art North Miami, Hamburger Bahnhof, Fukuoka Asian 
Art Museum, Kadist Foundation, Daejeon Museum of Art. 

He has participated in numerous international biennales including Asia Pacific 
Triennale 7 (2012), Performa 11 (2011), Momentum 6 (2011), Manifesta 8 (2010), 
2nd Singapore Biennale (2008), SCAPE Christchurch Biennale (2006), 
Busan Biennale (2004), 10th India Triennale (2000) and represented Singapore 
in the 50th Venice Biennale (2003).

His work has been featured prominently in magazines like A Prior, ArtAsiaPacific, 
Artforum International, ArtInfo, Art-iT, Art Lies, Frieze, LEAP, SITE and Visionaire. 

In 2006, he produced a writing workshop with Leif Magne Tangen at Project Arts 
Center in Dublin where they co-authored PHILIP, a science fiction novel, 
with Mark Aerial Waller, Cosmin Costinas, Rosemary Heather, Francis McKee, 
David Reinfurt and Steve Rushton. 

Heman Chong is represented by Motive Gallery (Amsterdam), 
Rossi & Rossi (London) and Vitamin Creative Space (Beijing/ Guangzhou).
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